
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
“LOVE MERCY!”
Text: Micah 6:8
Pick 6 Winners Series #2, GGSDA, 8/21/10

INTRO.  A.  In honor of all our teachers here, bring back old list, someone collected from real JOB EVALUATIONS: 1.  Out of his depth in a parking lot puddle. #2–Depriving a village somewhere of an idiot. #3–This employee should go far, and the sooner he starts, the better. #4–Not the sharpest knife in the drawer. #5–“Room temperature IQ. #6–Bright as Alaska in December. #7–Donated his brain to science before done using it. #8–The gates are down, lights are flashing, but the train isn’t coming. #9–If he were any more stupid, have to be watered twice a week. #10– Takes him an hour and a half to watch 60 Minutes. #11–The wheel is turning, but the hamster is dead.  


Nobody from Orangewood!  But here’s my question: None of these people will be lost, for being stupid, low IQ. Micah 6:8 “But this is what the LORD requires of thee–“Do justly, love mercy, walk humbly.” What if on the Love and Mercy scale only 99%?  Or do you have to somehow, before you die or the Judgment,  get to 100%, “Be ye therefore perfect”–have to love everybody, all the time, no exceptions:


B. #1--No exception for people who don’t do what you want; #2–No exception for people who don’t look like you; #3 No exception for when you’re tired, or under stress, or #4 For when your kids are being evil, or #5 when the cop is writing you a ticket, or #6 When the airline loses your suitcase, #7 Or somebody is late, #8 Or somebody cuts you off on the freeway, #9 Or if they’re Democrats, #10 or they just fouled you in basketball.  Does it have to be 100%, day and night, nothing but kindness and niceness and tipping everybody and giving money to everybody who asks and saying yes whenever the pastor and the Nom. Comm. call?  


C.  Does it mean forgiving everybody?  I had someone come out my door after preaching a sermon on grace, and admit he had done something terrible to me years ago, could I forgive him?  Just preached a sermon on forgiveness!  What’re you going to do?!  JULIO--Met somebody this week, member of this church, stabbed 19 times.  You can see the scars.  Not easy to forgive. 9-11, we had an impromptu service that night, I said something about forgiveness these terrorists, some people got mad, not the time to talk about forgiveness, 3000 Americans killed.  Maybe next year, someday–not today.  Now big debate about the MOSQUE. 


D.  I was sending money to a little KID IN AFRICA--you get a picture, you write letters back and forth.  But I just couldn’t keep up, stopped sending the money.  My brothers rebuked me, how can you do that, now somebody has to write a letter to that little kid, you can’t go to school, no more food, clothes, rich man in America stopped sending the money!  My MOTHER is a saint, probably hasn’t sinned 5 times in her whole life.  At the hotel in Atlanta, I reminded her to leave a tip in the room.  Had never done that.  “Mom, 81 years old, traveled all over the world, have never left a tip a single time ever?”  Can she be saved, a saint in every other way, if never tips?  Get an exception?  DOCTORS--we want no exceptions.  PETER NEWEN, plastic surgeon, asked him how do you learn?  Who wants you to practice on their face?  You can’t be satisfied, only mess up 1x a year?  Somebody’s face.  Doctor came into a man after surgery, Bad news, We AMPUTATED the wrong leg.  Good news, the other leg is getting better!  No, no exceptions.  Have to get it right, every time.  


E.  Are there any exceptions to this “love mercy” thing–just not realistic to expect us to be absolutely perfectly loving every minute of every day to everybody everywhere every time?   And what about GOD?  All of these 6 words all come out of the Character of God.  We are followers of God, we do whatever God does,.  But can even God be totally loving, every minute, of every second, to every body, forever and ever?  Why should He expect US to love mercy all the time, if even God can’t do it?

F.  The Hebrew word here is CHESED.  Can mean grace, love, mercy, kindness, niceness.  But it has one more idea–Faithfulness.  It means all the time.  No exceptions.  God is Chesed–love all the time.  You can always count on Him.  No nights off.  No exceptions.  “God is good–all the time.”  


G.  But what about the OT?  What about killing the whole world during the Flood?  What about Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, ground opening up, swallowing them up?  When we did the Women’s Ordination, the GC president called me and Pastor Rudy Torres Korah, Dathan and Abiram, for being rebellious!  I was with him at the GC, we’re good friends now, wondered if he remembered me, 15 years ago wanted the ground to open up and swallow me and Rudy!  And what about the END of the world, New Jerusalem comes down, Satan fires up all the wicked who have ever lived to surround the city and try to take it away from God, and God is supposed to rain fire down from heaven and burn them all up, some burn longer than others. Love mercy?  

I.  IS GOD GOOD–ALL THE TIME?  A.  And our answer is, God is CHESED.  This word is 250x in OT.  God in Chesed.  In NT, 1 John 4:8 “God is love.”  Period.   Rock solid.   No exceptions.  No small print.  No caveats.  No cover-ups, no CIA waterboarding somewhere, God is only grace and love and mercy now and forever.  Mal. 3:6 “I change not.”    Heb. 13:8 “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and forever.”   

B.  What about the OT STORIES? Have to be consistent with a God of love.  Desperate to save people, has tried everything else, finally, with tears streaming down His face, does some hard things, not killing people forever, 2nd death, just 1st death, sleep, hoping to wake everybody else up, save them somehow.  CHESED.



1.  PRAYER–not trying to get God to see something He has never seen before, change God’s heart.  God’s heart is already CHESED!   CROSS–Not pacifying an angry God, trying to break God’s hard heart towards us, but God trying to break our hard heart against Him.  And maybe we can even see the FIRE at the end of the world some other way, not God taking out all His frustration stored up for thousands of years, and finally can take it out on all these people.  Because God is CHESED.  Love and mercy, all the time.


C.  OA--You’ve Got Mail–Meg Ryan starts out hating Tom Hanks, bigger, powerful, predatory, taking over her bookstore.  But slowly she begins to realize he’s not what she thought, falls in love with him.  But it takes the whole movie to get rid of her negative baggage.  The whole reason we have Christian schools–We don’t want to wait until people are grown up and then have to get rid of their baggage against God, give them a new picture of God.  Get it right from the very beginning.  Every Bible class–God is CHESED, a place where they can ask every question, hammer out their picture of God from the very beginning.

II.  IMPLICATIONS: So what does this all mean?  What the Minor Prophets are saying, is that it is not enough for God to be CHESED–God wants you to feel and see what He sees.  You Love mercy too–all time..  


A.  PAST–PERFECT: It means when God looks at our past, He feels only love and mercy.  Nothing we have ever done wrong has ever changed how He feels.  To God, our past is perfect.  So we’re supposed to love mercy.  Love grace.  Can’t be afraid of grace, scared it’s too good to be true, try to add in a little supplemental works just in case.  Just love mercy, enjoy grace, trust grace, celebrate grace.  WHICH MEANS–if you doubt your salvation, you’re doubting God’s CHESED.  We are supposed to love mercy, all the time.  Can’t be trusting, then doubting.  Have to have assurance of salvation, all the time, GRACE, EVERYONE, EVERY WHERE, EVERY TIME.



1.  Sins are gone.  Micah 7:19 “You will cast all our sins to the depths of the sea.”  Like it never happened.  Reggie Bush–star running back at USC, won Rose Bowl, won Heisman Trophy.  But looks like he took money.  Now wiping out every trace of him.  Sent Heisman Trophy back.  Took down every picture, took him out of a painting.  Like it never happened, never heard of him.  But we know better.  Lebron James, 20-year-old kid dunked over him, immediately NIKE got rid of all the videos, except one person got it on a cell phone.  Couldn’t get totally rid of it.  But with God–sins are gone.  Like it really never happened.



2.  True story, man was a new Christian, hot car, on way to Las Vegas, straight stretch, nobody else around, got caught by an airplane, 144 mph!  Ticket over $4000.  Went to court–airplane cop showed up, but cop who wrote the ticket didn’t.  Judge said, The judge said, “You are the luckiest man in the world.”  Judge let him off. Airplane cop said to him, “You’re a snake, you deserved that ticket.”  I know.  Praying all the way here, I’ll be praying all the way home.  Grace. Rev. 12:11 “Accuser of the brethren has been cast down.”


4.  OA–which means–no matter what else kids learn at Orangewood–all on National Honor Society–but #1–Know Grace.  God is a God of total grace.  Love mercy.  Know they’re saved.  All the time.
B.  Other PEOPLE–PERFECT.  If God sees us as perfect, only love and mercy–then how does He see everybody else?  Perfect.  Only love and mercy.  So if we’re supposed to love mercy, just like God, then have to look at everybody else–see them only as perfect.  Love and mercy.  Doesn’t matter what we see in our minds–in our hearts–only love and mercy.  Michael JORDAN–clips.  Only highlights.  They never show mistakes.  I saw him miss a dunk when he was old.  Just couldn’t get high enough.  They don’t show that.  Only remember the good.  Way God is.  Way we’re supposed to be.  OA–SAFE ZONE–no matter what you do, only treated as if perfect.  Love and mercy.  Safe.


C.  POTENTIAL–All equal.  If God sees everybody with only Love and mercy–then everyone is equal.  Which means He sees everybody’s potential as equal.  Yes, some people may have more advantages with money or talents or gene pool.  But in God’s eyes the potential is equal, His dream for everybody is equal. CSL–Weight of Glory, everybody around you, is a potential god or goddess, someday be tempted to bow down and worship.  EGW–NO LIMITS to what you can be.  LAS VEGAS--people go gamble, hoping to have quarters come tumbling out.  We’re gambling on kids, some of these kids we’re sending to school are going to be something special, do something dramatic for God.  Never know, one of these kids–going to be the next doctor, start a cool new business, write some genius software for computers.  Amazing how many teachers here went to Orangewood before.  Some of these kids are going to come back, take Orangewood to the next level.


D.  PROMPTINGS–Now back to our hard question–Is it really possible, required, to love mercy all the time, everyone, everywhere, every time?  Or can we have a few exceptions, waivers?  Does “love mercy” mean a business can never let anybody go, coach has to put everybody on his team, two kids can never break up, no Revolutionary War to set yourself free?  You can’t give to everything, fix every problem, feed every hungry child in Africa.  So what does it mean, to love mercy, all the time–CHESED?



1.  It means to love mercy every time God puts it on your heart.  Every time there is a prompting, God whispers–Forgive them.  Give them another chance.  Let that go–you don’t have to jump all over them for that.  You get to the door at the same time, “You first.”  Kindness and grace and mercy and caring for the poor.  If you’re climbing Mt. Everest, guy is sitting there dying, HS whispers stop, even if you spent $60,000 and there is your only chance of your lifetime to go–you stop.  Love mercy.  



2.  I’ve been reading a book, All the problems in relationships–when we ignore a Prompting.  God whispers, buy them flowers, get up when the baby is crying, let them sleep–if you say no, then you have to justify it–they don’t deserve it, I need to keep my money, they were wrong–everything goes south, when you resist the prompting to love mercy.  So don’t have to say YES every time–just when the Spirit says YES. 



3.  Is it POSSIBLE to be CHESED, to love mercy, all the time?  God is good–all the time.  What about us?  2 Cor. 3:18 “Transformed to be like Christ.”  Col. 2:9-10 “Filled with the fullness of God.”

APPEAL:  John Ortberg tells this story–Young man, John Gillborn, lives up in Paradise.  5 years old, got Muscular Dystrophy.  Told would live max 10 years.  Every year, got worse.  Couldn’t run.  Then couldn’t walk.  Became the poster child for Muscular Dystrophy.  Big event in Sacramento, National Football League had an auction, raising money for something.  He got to go.  Kept looking at a basketball signed by all the Sacramento Kings, basketball team.  When the auctioneer started on the basketball, put his arm up!  His mom quickly pulled his arm down–he had no money.  Bidding kept going up and up.  Finally one guy just bid a huge amount, won the ball.  Went up to get it–but instead of returning to his seat, went across the room, and put the ball into the thin, small hands of a boy who will never play,  never take a 3-point shot.  Have you bought a basketball for anybody recently?  What it means–to love mercy.  To all you teachers at Orangewood, all you parents, all you giving some money today to help some kid go to Orangewood–yes we want them to learn math and science and history–but most of all we hope they come out with BIG HEARTS, who will spread out all over the world, giving “basketballs” to people.  LOVE MERCY–everyone, everywhere, every time.




