
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
"DO JUSTLY!”
Text:  Micah 6:8
Pick 6 Winners Series #1, GGSDA, 8/14/10

INTRO.   A.  Video clip–Selma March.  Most of us were too young to march in the Civil Rights movement. But I’ve wondered–If I had been old enough– would I have marched?  Would you?  Police using fire hoses and dogs?  Gone to jail?  The Germans killing Jews during WWII–almost no pastors or churches did anything–would you have?  China?  Manila?  South Africa, Apartheid?  Rachel Corrie, just a college kid who went to Palestine, stood in front of a Israeli bulldozer, to keep them from destroying Palestinian houses–died.  Merikay Silver, just a girl working for Pacific Press, got her check, found out making much less than the man doing the exact same thing–sued the church. Now every woman–equal pay, equal work.  But it took someone “doing justly.”


C.  But those are the dramatic ones.  Thousands of mini-justice issues–every day–have to decide–going to stand up, do something, or don’t get involved.  In Hawaii, backed into somebody else’s rental car at the tennis court–almost no damage.  Choice–drive away quick, or do you leave a note?  2 sons watching!  Do justly.  I.  WHY ARE THE MINOR PROPHETS SO ANGRY?  A.  Not very many sermons from the Minor Prophets.  All the Minor Prophets, angry.  God sounds a little angry.  Micah 6 is a lawsuit.  We are the defendants, God is the prosecutor, the plaintiff, bringing charges against us.  Micah 6:1 “Arise, plead your case before the mountains.”  Micah 6:2,4 “Hear the LORD’s complaint...  ‘What have I done to you?  I brought you up from the land of Egypt.’” He’s saying–How can you do these terrible things, ripping people off, stealing from widows, not taking care of the poor, committing adultery?


B.  You’ve all heard music that was awful.  We took the boys to check out violins one time.  Teacher let them try–the worst sounds I had ever head in my life.  I had a lady in my church in OR in her late 70s, had cataracts, couldn’t see the music, people begging me to get her to quit.  One Sabbath played the Doxology, supposed to be in sharps, played it all in flats!  The prophets, so close to God, they knew how it was supposed to sound. They know the dream God had, to have a group of people, put them in the middle of the world, the crossroads, magnificent Temple, so everybody has to go by there, they will live together in peace, tell the world what He is really like–but the dream’s become a nightmare.  The song sounds terrible.  That’s why the prophets sound so angry, they know the Song.

II.  ISN’T THIS RIGHTEOUSNESS BY WORKS?  A.  Micah 6:8 “This is what the LORD requires–to do justly, love mercy, walk humbly.”  “Sounds like works to me.  I knew it.  All this stuff about grace, just a sham.  Bottom line, you’re going to have to keep all the commandments and go to church and be a vegetarian and sell everything and give it to the poor and go be a missionary somewhere.  Try to hold it off as long as you can, but when you see the signs of the times going down, going to have suck it up, be perfect, do justly. 

B.  No, this is not righteousness by works.  First is Micah 6:4 “‘I brought you up out of Egypt.’” Grace is always first.  Grace, then guidelines.   First He Saves, then Shows how to live at your best.  Micah 7:18-19 “Who is a God like you, forgiving sins, who delights in mercy, who casts all our sins into the depths of the sea.” “Do justly” is after grace, inside grace, because of grace.


C.  Very quickly–There is a battle going on in the church. The conservatives are afraid, if we preach too much grace, people will start to think you can sin, and get away with it.  It doesn’t matter, God will forgive everything.  Let me be very clear–There is no preacher, writer, theologian, anywhere in the debate, in any direction, who thinks that we are free to do whatever we want, that God doesn’t care.  Everybody agrees that God wants us to be changed, to be transformed to be like Christ, 2 Cor. 3:18.  Desmond Ford, Morris Venden, Weimar, La Sierra, East Coast, West Coast, Midwest, Celebration Churches–nobody thinks that God doesn’t care anything about how we live, about doing justly.



1.  So what’s the difference?  Progressives believe in works, but they have nothing to do with earning our salvation.  Saved by grace alone, Jesus Christ alone. The reason to live a godly life is not to be saved, but because sin dishonors Christ.  When He sees people being hurt, heartbreaking to God.  President Bush, Obama--gave billions to bail out Wall Street–didn’t deserve it.  Deserved to go bankrupt.  But gave them grace.  And then they turn around and give themselves huge bonuses.  Cheat the little people out of billions of dollars.  We give this all this to you–and then you go and do that.  Heartbreaking.  How God feels.



2.  We don’t do right to be saved, to keep God from getting mad.  We do right because it IS right.  Dr. Bob told me, playing golf in Hawaii, ended up with 3 Japanese.  Had rained, not supposed to drive golf carts on the grass.  Tried to tell them, didn’t understand English, kept bowing, yes, but still doing it.  Got to the end, pro asked him how it went, told him about the Japanese, pro said, “Well, what can you do, they’re the owners!”  Make signs for everybody else to stay on the cart paths, but don’t follow it themselves.  Not really committed to keeping the course beautiful. God wants people who will “do justly”–not to be saved, not to keep God off their back, but because it makes sense, law written on their heart, do right because it is right.

III.  WHAT DOES IT MEAN–TO “DO JUSTLY”?  A.  It doesn’t mean justice, like punishment, vengeance.  One lady got drunk, 10 in the morning, lost control of her pickup, 80 mph, killed 2 children’s librarians.  3x the legal limit.  Husband begged the Judge for mercy and forgiveness.  Judge said, I’m not in the mercy business, not in the forgiveness business–I’m in the JUSTICE business.”  Not that kind of justice.  


B.  This Justice is more like what Bono is doing.  He’s a rock star, his band, U2, is #1.  Uses his name and money, do something about Africa.  Fighting AIDS, get rich countries to give money, get big banks to forgive debt.  You use your platform to do something, to fix something, something is just wrong, and you make it right. Read Blind Side in Hawaii–rich white family takes in this huge black kid, living on the streets, almost no school–poured their lives into him, college, first round draft pick for Baltimore last year.  Now wants to build a whole dormitory, how many other kids are out there, huge potential, just need a chance.


C.  I’ve told you about the farm in Solusi in Africa.  I started it, but had to give it up, others have taken over, they got the $250,000 grant, someone sent me a video, here’s the irrigation system.  I couldn’t feed all of Africa.  But maybe I could get something started to feed 2000 kids at a school.  Teacher in the Philippines, had helped her build a school, son, 7 years old, going blind. $1000 for a surgery, where’s your health insurance, mission wouldn’t give it to her, woman.  Made me mad.  Someone walked into my office, I’d done their wedding, wrote a check, $1000.  Want to help a kid going blind?  Kid can see now.  You do whatever you can, to make things right, where you are.  Academy band concert, band director, broken leg, concert was over, 500 people, all got up and left.  How’s the director with a broken leg supposed to put away all the chairs?  Told my boys–let’s help put away the chairs. Do Justly.  Jackie Robinson first black baseball player, 50,000 people booing him, Dodger Stadium.  Shortstop, Pee Wee Reese, white, from the south, went over, put his arm around him.  Crowd stopped booing.  Do Justly.


D.  Hundreds of “do Justly” decisions every day.  In Hawaii, 4 of us, how do you decide what to do every day.  Sports, TV, hikes, where to eat, who makes the meals, who cleans up.  What it means, to “do justly”.

IV.  HOW DO YOU KNOW WHAT TO DO?  We had a church and school treasurer, 27 years old, somebody hired him, terrible, couldn’t do any of it.  Big church, big school.  Board voted for me to fire him, went to do it, first time in my life, told me, they’re pregnant with twins.  Couldn’t do it.  Women’s ordination, one of the most agonizing times in my life, I believed in equality, but couldn’t bear to go against the church.  Sit on school board, some kid has gotten pregnant, sorry.  Now what do you do?  Haiti, Pakistan, They call you on the phone, cancer, firefighters, police, can’t give to everything, how do you know when to “do Justly”?  


B. #1--Golden Rule–How would I feel?  Philippines, saw the poorest students sleeping on beds, no mattresses–sleeping on the wood.  Went to my SS class, we raised $2000 for 250 mattresses.  Faculty got mad, we had to sleep on the wood in our time.  But you have to go by the Golden Rule.

#2–Character of God.  What would God do?  Whatever breaks the heart of God has to break our heart.  I want my heart to beat right in rhythm with God.  These 6 words come right out of the character of God–Do justly, love mercy, walk humbly.  Our morals have to be rooted in the very character of God.  This is how God is.  God not like the Japanese who owned the golf course–What God asks us to do is part of His own soul.  We will treat people the way we see God treating us.  What would God do?

#3–God is Always on the Side of the Oppressed, the poor, people who have been discriminated against, people on the outside, people on the bottom, got the short end of the stick.  “Justice,” 250 times in the Bible, almost always to do with the poor.

#4–Is This the Right Time?  It might be the right issue, but is it the right time?  When we did the Women’s Ordination, 70 of my fellow pastors came, signed.  My Conf. President refused to come, didn’t think it was the right time.  But the one from AZ came–laid his hands on her with me.  He thought it was the right time.

 #5--Am I the Right One?  Are We the Ones?  Bill Hybels tells about sitting in the Atlanta airport, two little black kids start fighting, going to kill each other, no parents stepped in, finally Hybels doesn’t see anybody else doing anything, so steps in, separates them, they run away.  God has not called us to all fix the problems, we can’t get rid of all the injustice in the world–have to look around, ask God–are we the ones?  God places each of us in a particular place at a particular time to work for justice where we are.

#6--Is it Worth It?  Count the Cost.  Women’s ordination, had to count the cost, worth putting my career on the line for this.  My uncle was the pastor of one of our college churches, Desmond Ford’s membership was in his church, the GC president made a public speech blasting that church.  I wrote an 8-page letter–stood over the mailbox, was it worth it, taking a stand, maybe get in trouble?

V.  DOES IT MATTER?  A.  The final thing you have to ask–How important is this to God?  Rom. 3:25 “God sent His Son to die to demonstrate His justice.”  The whole purpose of the Cross was for His justice– even though He had said, If you eat of the Tree you shall surely die, they ate, they deserved to die, God had to come up with a plan that was just. That’s why there’s a Judgment going on now, another Judgment for 1000 years, and another judgment after the 1000 years, so that the whole universe will bow down and say, Rev. 15:3 “‘Just and true are Your ways.”  That’s how important “justice” is to God–the whole Great Controversy isn’t over until everybody agrees–God is just.  God does everything right.  How important “doing justly” is to God.


B.  And look at this–Jer. 4:2 “‘If you will live good, honest lives and uphold justice, then you will be a blessing to the world, and all people will come and praise My Name.’” So maybe the best evangelism is not preaching, but “doing justly”–when the whole church is doing justly, people will come to check it out.  
C.  True Story–Read it this week.  Pastor up in Canada, British Columbia.  Indians on the reservation close to his church–have a story, 500 years old, dream, that some day people as pale as the birch tree would come in a big canoe, with a Big Book, and teach them.  And finally they came.  White.  Big Canoe.  Big book. But besides teaching them, killed them.  Took their land.  Now on a reservation, only money from a casino.  Alcoholism, prostitution.  In one tribe, the Baptists had translated the Bible into their language, the chief asked a white boy to read it to him.  The chief liked it.  But then the chief asked the white boy, White people have had this Book for so long, so why aren’t they better than they are?  He promised, as soon as the white people achieved Christianity, he would get the whole tribe to accept it.  There was a meeting of a few Christians from each of these tribes, in British Columbia.  Invited this pastor to speak.  Talked about Zachaeus, after he had ripped everybody off, accepted Jesus, gave it all back, 4 times.  And this white pastor said–My people have ripped you off, now I’m trying to figure out what we should do.  One white lady stood up, asked all the other white people to stood up, and just apologized for all white people.  Indians began to cry.  One got up–we forgive you.  Amazing.  Now they are going to have a big evangelistic meeting, invite the other Indians.  See if they can’t do better than the white people did 200 years ago.  Can’t really expect people to get too excited about it, until we “achieve Christianity” ourselves. 

