
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
“GRACE–EVERY TIME?”
Text: 2 Sam. 11 & 12; Psalm 51
Second Touch Series, GGSDA, 6/26/10

INTRO.  A.  NANCY–little girl, Nancy, 7 years old, evil all the time.  Mother said, “If you’re naughty, your children will all be naughty too!”  Little girl began to giggle–“And what’s so funny, young lady?”  ‘SO WHAT DID YOU DO?!”  One of the great debates--If you sin, God will make you pay someday–or is it more natural, sin just keeps getting passed on?

1.  



B.  Bill Hybels tells a story, had just preached on sin, everybody needs a Savior, man came into his office–“All this talk about sin is making me feel bad.  I don’t think I’m a sinner.”  “Let me ask you a question–you’ve been married 25 years?  Been 100% faithful the whole time?”  Man laughed, “I’m in sales, I travel a lot”–they both knew he was admitting it.  “Ever add anything to your expense account, personal?”  “Everybody does that?”  “Ever exaggerate, tell them your product can do something it can’t, or you’ll ship it tomorrow, but you know won’t go until next week?”  “Everybody does that.”  “So you’re an adulterer, a cheater, and a liar.  Repeat after me, “I’m an adulterer, a cheater, and a liar.”  “Those are terrible words.  I just said I have a little something on the side.”  “No, just say it like it is–You’re an adulterer, a cheater, and a liar–which means you’re a sinner in desperate need of a Savior.”  But here’s the question–IF he accepts Christ, God forgives him–like they never happened.  No sin is too big–grace for everything.  BUT WHAT IF he does all that again–would he still be saved, or instant you make a mistake–you’re lost, out of grace, out of grace, off the LIST, back to square one, start all over again?


C.  I hadn’t been a Christian very long, read 1 John 3:6 “Whoever abides in Him does not sin.  Whoever sins has not known Him.”  1 John 3:9 “Anyone born again does not sin, because God’s life is in them.” So if you sin, means not born again.  If die right then–lost.  Saw a terrible accident in Thailand, train ran into a bus–bodies lying everywhere.  Kids, 1 minute going to school, next minute gone.  No chance, ask God to forgive them.  Are you lost, if sin, and have an accident before yo confess it?


D.  I’ve never seen the movie, LAST TEMPTATION OF CHRIST, just read about it.  Jesus makes love to Mary Magdalene.  No, Jesus never sinned.  Could have sinned–He was human, Had free choice. But on the Cross–He FELT as if He had done it.  Felt as if He had committed everybody’s sins, my sins, your sins, David and Bathsheba’s adultery.  Paid for it all.  So all of our sins are covered.  GRACE, EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE, EVERY TIME.  We all agree–after you’ve sinned, 1 John 1:9 “If you confess, He is faithful and just to forgive your sin.”  Every sin.  Every where.


E.  The question is–is there GRACE–EVERY TIME?  Covered by grace–while it’s  happening?  Or are you only saved–in the spaces inbetween the sins, moment you confess it, until sin again?


1.  SHYDEPOKE–It’s my 40th HS reunion this fall, Andrews, MI.  Saturday night will be the big football game, varsity against the alumni.  I played in it, as a senior.  Just back from Thailand, at the last minute, made me a starter.  But they put me in a position hadn’t played before, first minute, missed pulling a flag, coach took me out, didn’t let me play again.  Is that what God does, moment you sin, out of the game?  Story, Father selling his son at Wal-Mart.  Moment you sin, God drops you off at the police station?




2.  MOODY–My old story, Christian college, Chicago, man took students hostage, SWAT teams, yellow tape, helicopters, but one of the girls prayed for him, led him to Christ.  Prayed.  Next minute, gun battle, he’s killed–would he be saved, just accepted Christ, 1 minute later shooting?


F.  Does it make a difference how big the sin is?  Holly–Went to visit a church member, Chicago–came up behind their van, they had left a case of pop in the van, it had exploded, all over the van, wife came out with a 4-letter word, that second her husband saw me, big grin, “Honey, the pastor’s here!”  If she had died that moment–lost?  Man went to movies, grew up, angels stop outside the theater, had a heart attack in there, died–no angels–lost?  Swindoll–went canoeing in OR, group getting instructions, saw half of the canoes new, half old, whispered to son, move over there, moment time to choose, grabbed one of the new ones, realized later, total selfishness.  Lost, until repents?  Morris Venden–girl came to see him at PUC, wanted to accept Christ, but then decided to wait until Monday–why?  Going away for the weekend with boyfriend, if totally committed to Christ, knew wouldn’t be able to go.  If have car accident during weekend–lost?


G.  I grew up–knew that God could forgive your sins, all sins, every sin.  But every time you sinned, you were lost, God took you off the LIST, took you out of the will, kicked you off the team, divorced you–until you repented, confessed, prayed, accept Jesus all over again.  Then, 18, Milwaukee–heard about Assurance.  If you die tonight, do you know you would be saved?  1 John 5:11-13 “He who has the Son has life, he who has not the Son has not life.  I write these things so that you may know that you have eternal life.”  John 10:9 “I am the Door, whoever enters through Me, WILL BE saved.”  Knelt down on a bunk bed, did it.

H.  Then I got hit with 1 John 3:6 “No one who lives in Him can sin.”  But then someone explained to me, Greek word means, “keeps on sinning.”  Not talking about accidental slips, means we don’t keep on sinning, as a way of life.  Something has happened, we’re new creatures in Christ.



1..  But if make a mistake–still in Christ.  Still in grace.  Still saved.  If you’re MARRIED--don’t go through a divorce every time you make a mistake.  Don’t kick CHILDREN out of the family.  Soccer player makes a mistake, hits the crossbar, still on the team.  You can’t be in and out, Christianity is supposed to give you peace. Rom. 5:1 “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God.”  Matt. 11:28 “”Come unto Me, and I will give you rest.’”  Can’t be scared, every minute, make one mistake, out.  PHIL JACKSON, coach of the Lakers, famous for leaving players in the game, if pull them out for every mistake, play scared.  Let them work it out.






2.  Old Morris Venden ill.–ELEVATOR--going up, if you fall down, get back, still going up.  SHOWER--drop the soap still in the shower, pick it up, go on.  If you sin, die that second, still saved.


I.  GREAT BLESSING to all of us.  BUT–only Accidental sins.  Unintentional, unplanned–but NOT premeditated, not KNOWN SINS.  Only little, accidental sins.  Big sins, known sins, time to think about it, if you still go ahead and do it–no grace for that.  That second you’re out of Christ, out of grace, off the LIST, go directly to Jail, do not pass GO, do not collect $200, and you have to do certain things to get out of Jail again.



1.  And we had great discussions in SS--you’re working on your car, head under the hood, your  2-year-old climbs into the car, hits the horn, your head hits the hood, out comes a bad word–Accidental sin.  Still saved.  But known sins–you’re out.  GRACE–was not EVERY TIME.  Some exceptions in the fine print.   Grace has some very large gaps in it.
I.  DAVID.  A. Look at 2 big times of sin with King David. #1–He’s running away from Saul, desperate, runs to the Philistines.  He killed Goliath–now with Philistines.  Same David who killed the bear, killed the lion, now hiding with the Philistines.  Ends up marching off to war with the Philistines against Israel!  BUT EGW says, even though he was weak, dishonored God–PP 690 “It was still the purpose of his heart to be true to God.”  
B. #2--Now he’s a king.  Sees a lady bathing on the roof next door.  Sends somebody to get her.  The same David killed Goliath, who wrote all the Psalms, whose biggest dream was to build a magnificent Temple for God, who brought the Ark back to Jerusalem, danced with all his might in front God, God called him a “man after His own heart”–asks for someone to bring her to him.  Tiger Woods–he’s the king, he can do anything.  2 Sam. 11:3 “The man said, ‘Isn’t this Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam and the wife of Uriah the Hittite?”  Should been a big red flag–this is somebody’s daughter, somebody’s wife–don’t do this. 

C.  You know the story.  They sleep together.  She gets pregnant.  For 1 year he feels guilt, hopes doesn’t get caught.  Ps. 32:4 “For day and night your hand was heavy upon me.”  2 Sam. 12:1 “The LORD sent Nathan to David.”  Tells him the story about rich man taking the lamb from the poor man.  David gets mad–“I’ll kill him.”  2 Sam. 12:7  “‘Thou art the man!’”  And just in case–you’re thinking–haven’t committed adultery, haven’t committed murder.  Jesus took those two sins–and expanded them.  Adultery–not just affairs.  Sex before marriage.  Lust– pornography. R-movies.  Murder–any time we suck life away from someone– hate, anger, words. All of us.



D. And David confesses–2 Sam. 12:13 “‘I have sinned against the LORD.’” And immediately there’s grace.  2 Sam. 12:13 “‘The LORD has taken away your sin.  You are not going to die.’” Incredible, radical, ridiculous grace–EVERYONE, EVERYWHERE.  God always uses extremes.  If God can forgive adultery, murder, He forgives everything.   There is always more grace than sin.  



1.  Ps. 51"1-11 “Have mercy on me.  Blot out my transgressions.  Wash me.  Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean: wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.  Hide Thy face from my sins.  Cast me not away from thy presence.”  1 Kings 11:4 “Solomon’s heart was not perfect, as was the heart of David, his father.”  1 Kings 11:6 “He did not follow the LORD completely, as his father David had done.”  God, did you forget a few things?  Yes.  Grace.  Every time.

E.  So we know for sure–grace AFTER the sin.  The question is–was he saved DURING the sin.  Or is there no grace during known sin.  Premeditated sin.  Not easy answer.  EGW says–PP 718 “In ease and self-security he let go his hold upon God.”  2 Sam. 5:12 “David realized God had exalted him....  David took more concubines and wives.”  She DOES NOT SAY that David had lost his relationship because of his sin.  He sinned because he had lost his relationship.  Marching with the Philistines, still had a relationship.  But with the adultery, had already lost his relationship.


F  Which means–The issue is not what kind of sin, accidental sin, or known sin, or how long you had time to think about it before you did it.  The issue is not the sin–the issue is the RELATIONSHIP.


G.  Disciples–Mark 9:33-34 “‘What were you discussing on the road?’  But they didn’t answer, because they had been arguing about who was greatest.”  They knew better.  They stayed back from Jesus, they didn’t want Him to hear.  They knew it was wrong.  What we all do, if we’re doing something we know is wrong, stay away from Jesus.  Were they lost?  They’re with Jesus.  Still disciples of Jesus.  They’re casting out demons, healing people, working miracles.  Luke 10:20 “‘Rejoice, your names are written in heaven.’” They’re sinning–but they’re still walking with Jesus, Jesus is still walking with them.  Still in relationship.  But struggling with pride.  Not a small sin–greatest sin of all.  How Lucifer became Satan. Clear until the Last Supper–Arguing over who was the greatest, yet Jesus says, John 15:15 “‘I have called you friends.’”
III.  IS THERE ENOUGH GRACE FOR KNOWN SIN?  A. #1–Almost every sin is a “known” sin.  Not many times the horn goes off and out comes a bad word.  Most of the time we know what we are doing, we know it’s wrong, know it’s not the best, wouldn’t want it to be on the big screen.  ACADEMY, SINGAPORE, BOY’S DEAN, show hidden movies at end of the year, sitting with your girlfriend, show things wish nobody had ever seen.  Most sins are known sins.  If there’s no grace for known sins, we’re all in trouble.

B. #2–It all depends on your PICTURE OF GOD–Is He up in heaven with heavenly binoculars, security cameras everywhere, angels typing 1000 words a minute, as soon as catch you with any sin, hits DELETE KEY, off the LIST.  He’s the REFEREE in the World Cup, US scores, finds something wrong, goal is no good.  Or you see God as a God who cares about a RELATIONSHIP.  The issue is not what sins, how many sins, how long you had to think about your sins–do you have a relationship?  Rom. 4:5 “People are declared righteous because of their faith, not because of their work.”  Morris–95 Theses, #54–“Anyone who is discouraged with his relationship because of his behavior–is a legalist.”  TM 367 “No human being is righteous any longer than he has faith in God and maintains a vital connection with Him.”


C.  So what about the Known sin?  Yes, it’s possible to still be saved while committing known sin.  There is grace enough.  Nothing changes the heart of God.  God has settled His side, He shouted, “It is finished.”  But what about the known sin?  God just going to forgive it, let people get away with it?



1.  Over time–ONE OR THE OTHER WILL GO.  Either the known sin will go, or the relationship will go.  Every sin starts to separate you from God.  Steps to Christ 33 “Every act of transgression is reacting upon yourself, hardening the heart, making you less capable of yielding to the  Holy Spirit.”  SC 34 “Even one sinful desire, persistently cherished, will eventually neutralize all the power of the gospel.”  CSL, Screwtape Letters 56–“The only thing that matters is the extent to which you separate the man from the Enemy.  It does not matter how small the sins are, provided that their cumulative effect is to edge the man away from the Light, and out into the Nothing.  Murder is no better than cards if cards can do the trick.  Indeed, the safest road to Hell is the gradual one–the gentle slope, soft underfoot, without sudden turnings, without milestones, without signposts.”


D.  PARABLE:  I played with a guy in college, MARBLE JONES.  Great player.  Incredible to play with him, bring all the defenders to him, pass it to you underneath the basket for a layup.  We were all much better when we played with him.  More and more of us chose to play with him just because it was so much more fun to play with him, didn’t matter how tall or short, welcomed us all to play with him, and made us look like all-stars.  But others would come into the gym, play with him for awhile, didn’t like it, didn’t like sharing, wanted to shoot all the time, argue, fight.  Gradually all those kinds of players went to a different gym, always fighting, eventually no one played over there any more, lights went out, but our gym, lights were still on, and Marble and his Group were the only Game left.


E.  The issue in the Judgment is not God judging you, you judging God.  Jesus invites everyone to play.  Some just don’t want to play with Him, and they leave on their own.  The lights go out on their own.  You never have to worry about going too far, certain sins going beyond His grace.  Grace–every time.

APPEAL:   Priest got called, midnight, Sat. night, working on sermon.  N. Cal.  Storm, no electricity.  Someone dying, wants Last Rites.  Got there, 3:30.  Asks if want to confess.  No.  Asks 4 or 5 times.  Finally confesses– 30 years ago–worked on train.  Christmas Eve.  Got drunk.  Went to throw switch, threw it wrong, crash.  Killed young man, wife, two little girls.  Have had to live–30 years.  Priest said–“If I can forgive you, then know that God has forgiven you.  Those were my parents, and my two sisters.”  Grace is always enough.


