Pastor’s Newsletter – February 19, 2010

Dear Saint!

It is such an honor, to have been chosen to be part of this church!  Meeting by meeting, dinner by dinner, worship service by worship service, I come away just reveling in just the specialness of the people that are part of this church, or who are in the process of looking us over and deciding whether to be fully a part of what is happening here.  A blessing.

NEWS:

RECONSTRUCTION:  Much of the painting is finished.  The platform has been reconstructed.  Doors have been painted.  Everything is on order.  By the end of the month we should begin to see the biggest changes—the carpet, the welcome kiosk, and everything being cleaned up ready for our first service back in the Sanctuary.  We are hoping it will be March 6, but we cannot be sure until we see the carpet rolls in our narthex!

COSTS:  The total of our share still looks to be in the mid-20 thousands of dollars.  So far in two Sabbaths we have raised $7000 in the “second offerings”, which is just frankly incredible!  We are not going to take another second offering like that, but we will be blessed by whoever has some extra to give who can mark it “sanctuary remodeling”.  Every dollar that goes in there is one dollar less out of our reserves and is a dollar saved to do ministry!

ASSOCIATE:  Through many committee meetings, phone calls, and meetings with the Conference office, it looks very positive.  We hope that by the end of our own Finance Committee and Church Board meetings this week, and then Conference Executive Committee meeting next Thursday, we should have something to report Thursday night.  If everything goes just right, we can have an “Installation Service” back in our Sanctuary March 6, involving all our youth and young adults, as they welcome their new leader.

YOUTH PASTOR:  Beyond that—incredibly good news!  Because this other position is being hired by own local church, the Conference has decided to give us a Seminary graduate in June to be our Youth Pastor.  His name is Pastor Fidi Mwero.  He is a wonderful young man who I had in preaching class years ago at La Sierra.  He is musical, he is a gifted youth pastor, and we are thrilled to get him.  Because he will only be able to be here the second half of the year because he is still in school now, he will be given to us fulltime, even though we only “deserve” ½ of a pastoral budget.  We are extremely grateful to the Conference for working this out, and we are looking forward to having both these outstanding pastors soon to help take Garden Grove to the next level, and to have the premier youth and young adult ministries in Orange County.  We fully believe that then in 2011 our church will rise to the level where we qualify for two full pastors on the staff and we will be ready to fly!

WEEKEND SERVICES:

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS:  I sat in on the breakfast and praise time last Sabbath, and just want to encourage you to come if you are a youth or young adult, or to send your young people if you’re a parent.  There is just a great group of young people in there.  9:30 am breakfast, 9:45 am music, 10:10 am Bible study discussion.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  There is Children’s Church tomorrow, 11 o’clock in the Youth Chapel.  Alejandrina Osario has a special story and activity planned!  There will be a Spanish/Mexican theme potluck right afterward the service.

DIVINE WORSHIP:  There’s a different wrinkle tomorrow for the Songs of Gathering, 10:50 am, we have a superb drama that has been a hit every time we have ever done it.  The sermon is, “I DID IT MY WAY,” and I hope it will answer some questions I have been asked a thousand times!  

GRACE TEAM:  12:30 pm, front of the Fellowship Hall, with Pastor Winsley.

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE:  With April 10 and “THE SEARCH” on our doorstep, the Committee is meeting for a potluck almost every Sabbath.  In the Library, 1:15 pm.  Decisions will be made over advertising, music, food, surveys, and all the other parts that go into a huge event like this.  Bring a dish and slip into the meeting, the room is full, the discussion is fervent and inspired, and we are hammering out new ways to give the best of our “old, old story”.

THE GIFT GOES ON:  The Vietnamese group will meet in the Youth Chapel, 4 pm.

PATHFINDERS / ADVENTURERS:  Meetings are tomorrow night, 6:30 pm for Pathfinders, 7 pm for Adventurers, meeting in the Pathfinder Room.  They are making final arrangements for the Camp Cedar Falls / Snow Valley Ski Resort trip Feb. 27/28, and for the camping trip that will be combined with the annual Kite Day.  The meetings will focus on getting the kites going!

That’s the news, time to get back to sermon!  God bless you all!

Pastor Dan

  

