Pastor’s Newsletter – February 5, 2010
Dear GGSDA Saint!

I have added many new names to our list today, and hope that this gets out to each of you.  We are very much blessed to have the Fellowship Hall full, with our long-term members, new members, visitors, a rich diversity—I just love going from group to group, writing down email addresses, getting to know everybody.  I just get frustrated that there aren’t more evenings each week to take more people out to dinner!

FLOOD UPDATE:  The carpet should be ordered today.  The church has voted to add the Board Room, offices, balcony, and steps to the balcony in the order, so that the carpet will be consistent from one end to the other.  It costs us some money, but much of that would have had to be done fairly soon anyway, and this is the chance to avoid having two types of carpet next to each other.  The paint colors were chosen by a committee last night, one for the walls of the narthex, and another for the trim and the walls for the stairs.  I am not the interior decorator, but I believe that the committee and the contractor have chosen well, and the church should look new and beautiful within three weeks.

DEDUCTIBLE:  The major need tomorrow is the Insurance deductible.  The deductible is $5000, but the Conference reimburses us $2500, so our share is $2500.  Our committees have felt that we should come to the church, and have the congregation cover this cost, rather than sapping our precious reserves any further.  

And so we will take up a second offering tomorrow.  The first offering will be for our regular tithes and offerings.  We don’t want to touch those in any way—those belong to God!  But later in the service we will pass the plates again, and so we are asking that you come prepared to give something extra for this deductible.  If all of us do something, $25, $50, $100, or more, we can easily clear away this $2500.  It is cheap enough to get virtually an entirely new sanctuary, narthex, and platform!

Side Notes:  The fountain is gone, and the Welcome Kiosk is underway.  The pipes have been rerouted to stay outside the sanctuary (there was another leak yesterday, but outside, thank God!).  The skylights will have to be replaced, because they are leaking, and we cannot risk further damage to our new carpets.  The good news is that this whole episode is forcing us to get everything up to world-class standards, so that our commitment to excellence in everything will be fulfilled, to the glory of God, so that visitors and renters who come will be impressed at how much we value our church and our God.

WEEKEND SERVICES:

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULTS:  9:30 am Breakfast, 9:45 am Praise team, 10:10 am Bible study!  Pastor Ritchie will be leading the Young Adult discussion, so it will be terrific!

                Sidenote:  Many hours were spent this week exploring possibilities for adding an associate pastor for youth and young adults.  We are committed to as broad and inclusive a process as possible.  I will be meeting with the Conference next week as we continue to research all options.  Pray for the process!

DIVINE WORSHIP:  10:50 am, in the Fellowship Hall.  We will bring up more chairs, to be sure that we have seats for everybody.  We had 304 there Sabbath, and every seat was filled!  We have some new features planned, and the sermon will be something special:  Pastor Ruben Escalante and I will be doing a team preaching sermon, “TELL THE STORY!”  I think it will be a blessing, and hopefully inspirational, as we look at the power of stories.

POTLUCK:  The potluck has had to be postponed, because the Church of God has to follow us immediately into the Fellowship Hall.  Because the carpet cannot come for 3 weeks, we will explore some other ways to have a potluck in the meantime!

GRACE TEAM:  The team meeting with Pastor Winsley Hector to study the book “STUDYING TOGETHER” will meet in the front of the Fellowship Hall right after church for a short study/training session.  We have more copies of the book for those who didn’t get one.

EVANGELISM /MARKETING COMMITTEE:  The whole Evangelism Committee will meet Feb. 13, but John Koch is asking that the Marketing Committee meet this Sabbath right after the Grace Team meeting, at 1:15 pm, to plan the advertising for THE SEARCH.

THE GIFT GOES ON:  4:00 pm.

MEMORIAL SERVICE:  None of you knew her, of course, but my Aunt, Doris Sharp, my mother’s sister, passed away last week.  The memorial service was to be a “living memorial” where all her family could come from all over the country and tell her how they felt about her while she was still alive to hear it, but she didn’t make it.  So it is now a full funeral service, at the La Sierra University Church, at 2:30 pm, so I will be leaving about 1:45 pm to participate in that service with all of our extended Venden/Sharp families.  Pray that the service will honor her well, and be a blessing to my cousins, my mother, and her sister.  

SMALL GROUP:  Thursday night, 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm, in the Board Room—supper included!  The extra copies of Experiencing God should be here by today.  We will by studying Chapter 2.  It is just a tremendous book.

God bless you all, have a great weekend!

Pastor Dan

