Pastor’s Newsletter – January 8, 2010
Dear GGrove Saint!

I would just like to share one event with you, for those of you who weren’t there.  Because the Church Board has voted for us to have a major, contemporary, creative public evangelistic series this spring, the Evangelism Committee has begun to meet regularly.  We invited anybody who wanted to come to join our potluck and meeting last Sabbath in the Fellowship Hall.  There were nearly 30 there!  I have never heard of that happening anywhere!  What a blessing to sit there, not chairing the meeting, and just getting to watch the Holy Spirit light people up as they began to get excited about the challenge, and to volunteer to jump into the arena with one committee or the other.  I have often had to spend a lot of pastoral energy trying to talk church leaders into doing evangelism—at Garden Grove they vote for me to do it before I even have to ask!

The meetings will be just on weekends, from April 10 to May 8.  We will have a big Easter service April 3, and ask you to invite everybody you can think about to that, and hope that they will come back for the first night April 10.  The meetings will be in the Fellowship Hall, with great food, music, and message.  Committees are forming to handle the food, music, marketing, backdrop, Bible studies, AV, and Children’s Ministry.  We will videotape it and send it all over the world through our Website.  The next planning meeting will be a potluck January 16, come be a part of it!  

SABBATH SERVICES:  

YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULT:  Again, we keep being amazed to see 25+ youth and young adults in the Youth Chapel every week for the music and discussion.  Food at 9:30 am, music 9:45 am, study at 10:10 am.  The Youth Council met this week, and the calendar is being filled with Friday Night Live nights, basketball gym nights, etc.  We’ll get the word out as soon as all of it is firmed up.  We are also starting negotiations with the Conference about adding a pastor for youth and young adults, according to the Conference formulas, so pray for those discussions.  

There will also be Youth Church this Sabbath, then a Youth Potluck, and then many are going up to the large Youth Rally at the La Sierra University Church at 2:30 pm.

DIVINE WORSHIP:   We will have an outstanding praise team at 10:50 am, a slide show that compares the old and new in church that I think you will get a kick out of, and then the sermon, “THE REVOLUTION!” wrestles with the issues that happen when the traditional meets the new within the church, based on Acts 3 & 4.   Especially those of you who have grown up on the church or been in for a long time will I think find this very relevant to where most of us have grown up in the church.  And then there will be a very short celebration out on the patio, where the whole congregation will circle up, and then have some refreshments.  Only in Southern California, in January!

 

FINDING WALDO:  For those of you who did not get your book but signed up, the copies should be in the church narthex after church.

BUDGET:   The terrific, unbelievable, awesome news is that you all gave over $45,000 to Church Budget at Garden Grove in December.  I was hoping against hope we might get $15,000 to $20,000, the Finance Committee was hoping for the $34,000 we needed to avoid using up a lot of reserves, and we got $45,000!  The Treasurer and team are finishing up the year-end closings, but we hope, hope, hope that all deficits will be cleared, all the commitments for the remodeling of the kitchen and other maintenance issues paid for, and we can start 2010 without any anchors dragging us down.  It is just a huge affirmation of the direction you see the church going, and we are very humbled and thrilled to be a part of it.

UPCOMING EVENTS:

COMMUNION JANUARY 16.  The Divine Worship service will still be similar to what it always is, with the Ordinance of Humility is optional for those who would like to be a part of that, between Sabbath School and Divine Worship, and then the Lord’s Supper will be at the end of the message, “DANGEROUS PRAYERS!”  We are going to plan some special wrinkles to this service so that it will be the most holy but spirited celebration of Christ and the Cross we have ever had for Communion!

SAVE THE DATE:  January 23, Sabbath afternoon, circle it on your calendar, don’t let anything creep in.  We want the whole church there for something special our church leaders are planning.

HERITAGE SINGERS:   We are hosting an area-wide Heritage Singers concert in our church, Saturday night, January 23, 7 pm.  It’s been a long time for me since I have had them in one of my churches, they have been my friends for a long, long time, and so I am thrilled that they have chosen our church for their Orange County concert.

BIBLE:  Don’t forget the goal of reading the Gospels through in 50 Days, to become Upper Room People.  There are many ways to do it online, or with the sheet we passed out in church, or just open it up and read, even just a chapter a day.  Read it, underline it, let the red letters move into your soul.
Another book that I read over and over again is Oswald Chambers, “My Utmost for His Highest,” which has a reading for every day.  You can Google it and read it online every day also.  After the Bible and Steps to Christ, I don’t know a book that inspires me to be more filled with Christ than Oswald Chambers.

Again, Happy New Year to all of you!

God bless!

Pastor Dan

