Pastor’s Newsletter – December 18, 2009
Dear Saint!

CHRISTMAS IDEAS:  Every year people ask me what they can do to make this Christmas different, to keep from waking up December 26, it’s all over, Christmas wrappings are in the trash, you have a little pie of CD’s and ties and empty Sees Candy boxes, and wish for something more!  Here are some options:

TONIGHT:  Instead of Friday Night Live (FNL), a group of us are going to Orangewood House, a home for children who have had to be taken from their homes for various problems their parents have, to sing carols, play games, give snacks, and do crafts (making Christmas stockings and gingerbread houses).  We will be going in at 6 pm, so we are meeting in the parking lot at 5:30 pm to get organized.  If you come after 6 pm the door will be locked. The address is:  401 The City Drive S, Orange, CA 92868-3303 

TOYS:  We are collecting toys to give away through Community Services next week.  They are begging for toys, as their regular supplier didn’t come through.  Evidently it is Walgreen’s, not Walmart, that has the special 2-for-1 sale for $6.99.  Bring the unwrapped toys tomorrow to church, for ages birth to 12.

KIDS TO KIDS:  There will be a special chance for our children to do something in the morning.  The initial gift has been taken care of, but if you want a chance to do something very special for some kids in a camp in Africa, put a few extra dollar bills in your pocket and match what the kids will give!

NUTCRACKER:  Our own Sarah Caldwell will be performing at the James Armstrong Theater in Torrance, 7 pm Saturday night (when I’m going, and many others from our church), and at 2 pm on Sunday.  $17.50, cheaper for students.

MESSIAH SING-A-LONG:  My brother and I are going to Lake Avenue Church in Pasadena (right at 210 and Lake Avenue) Sunday night, 7 pm, to sing along with hundreds of others.  All free!

SABBATH MORNING:

YOUNG ADULTS / YOUTH:  There were 30 in Young Adults and Youth last Sabbath, for a terrific discussion, I’ve been told.  Hilda is making breakfast for the group at 9:30 am, Praise at 9:45 am, Bible study discussion at 10:10 am.

CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  10:50 am, until about 11:15, when they will transfer over to the Sanctuary to reserved seats to see the drama/tableau that will be the heart of the Divine Worship service tomorrow.  A special gift will be given to each child as they come into the Sanctuary, with a chance to do something world-changing with it at the end of church.

DIVINE WORSHIP:  Tom Neslund and the drama team are enhancing our worship service with a beautiful tableau, blending with the music and message, which will be spliced into the Christmas story from Luke 2.  The service will actually be video-streamed through our website live, so you can email friends and relatives who don’t have a chance to be part of something like this.  But in person will be much better!

EVANGELISM COMMITTEE:  The Church Board voted Tuesday night to have a major evangelistic event in April, following Easter Sabbath.  We just believe that God is poised to do something memorable in Garden Grove, and we don’t want to have to wait to see what it will be!  And so we are having a potluck for the Evangelism Committee tomorrow, but would love to have anybody who has an evangelistic passion burning in their soul to come eat, pray, and plan with us.

THE GIFT GOES ON:  4 pm, with some very cool music being planned, in multiple languages, mandolin, piano, singing—should be spectacular!

ORANGEWOOD BASKETBALL:  Several girls’ games Saturday night, starting at 5:30 pm.

NEXT SABBATH:  INTERNATIONAL SABBATH, December 26, with all of the flags processing down the aisle, with as many national costumes as people can still fit into!  Celebrate diversity during the worship service and at the International Dinner (potluck) in the Fellowship Hall.  There will be a wrapped gift for every family that comes that Sabbath, and a 10-minute video after church that I think everyone will enjoy.  If you’re worried that your country won’t have a flag, call the office this week to make sure.  And then bring your favorite traditional dish to show off to the church!

CHURCH BUDGET:  You all have done awesomely well so far!  We had been averaging about $2500 a week in church budget, but these first two weeks we have had $4700 and $6000 come in!  We need $34,200 for December to not go into debt, so that means we need $23,500 by the end of the month.  In all the giving of this month, don’t forget Christ Himself, and His Church.  We have huge plans for 2010, but it will take some resources for these dreams to come to pass.

ROBERT ESCALANTE:  Amanda Escalante Johnston, Pastor Ruben, and the entire family have flown back to Ann Arbor, MI, to be there for Robert’s graduation from Law School at the University of Michigan.  I’ve known him for 15 years, and he is just a special young man!  He will be joining a law practice in Los Angeles, and studying for the bar exam.

HELEN SNEED:  Helen ended up not having her eye surgery, due to getting the flu.  She is recovering from that, and will be having her surgery postponed until the New Year.

MUSICAL FAMILY:  A family from the Camarillo/Ventura area has contacted us, wondering if we could find some sort of cheap housing in the area for at least 6 months.  She will be finishing her Internship for a music therapy degree, and it has to be right her.  She plays the flute, he plays the French horn, and they would be a great blessing to our community, but they are desperate to find a little guest apartment or something quite cheap where they could help work off some of the rent by caring for people, yard work, or other ministry.  If you have any ideas, let me know, we’d love to have them in our community.

God bless you all, and Merry Christmas!

Pastor Dan

